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cocooned
against the Arcric chill in a grey double-
breasted coar dress by Jesiré, it wasn't just
the paparazzi frantically snapping photos.

Instead, hordes of young women — many of
whom had been waiting all day to see her,
their hair styled into K-Middy tumbles in
honour of their idol — pulled out their iPhones
and zoomed in on the young royal..

‘T've emailed 2/ my friends to say thar I'm
seeing Kate tonighe,” Taylor Smich, 20, a
Florida-born psychology student who is
studying in London, rold Grazie on che steps
of the gallery. “We don't want to miss her for
anything. She’s a true celebrity. We love her.”

iNext to her 15 Enn Kavanagh, 20, an
economics student who'd been waiting to carch
a glimpse of the Duchess for five hours. ‘Karte's
like a real-life princess,’ she gushed, gricring
her teeth against che sub-zero temperarures.
"‘Che's got amazing style but she manages to
still be herself while being sophisticated and
royal. We'd love to be like her.” Welcome o
the world of the Kareaholics - a place where,
dolled up in an exact version of Kare'’s LK
Bennett red coat, [ didn'e look out of place, ..

Within seconds of the Duchess of
Cambridge stepping ourt of the limo, mobile
phone images appeared on Twitter. Kate
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bloggers started a frantic conversation about
where her shoes were from (Cosmic Jimmy
Choaos) and how to find her dress. (Best bet,
apparently, is eBay...) Also sparking debare
was her jewellery, as fans showed cheir minute
knowledge of Kare trivia by stating, within
minutes of her appearance, that her necklace
was an Asprey butron pendant thar she lase
wore on her trip to Canada last summer.

But this reaction wasn't just a one-off, nor
was it because last week was Kate's first solo
appearance. In the 10 months since Ms Middleton
married into the royal family, a whole network
of Kate obsessives — who want to follow her
every move, buy all of her clothes, and follow
in her footsteps — has grown around the globe.

Take the Kare style blogger who didn't sleep
for a week during last year's rour of Norch
America. New York-based Makeda Saggau-
Sackey, who chronicles Kare's every move
on the Duchess of Cambnidge Soyle blog,
recalls, ‘My roommate was saying, “Please
rurn off your computer, [ need o be up for
work.” And then she'd wake up to go to work
and I'd be asleep on my laprop. [ didn't get
out of the house for a week.” Saggau-Sackey
describes her behaviovr as “very stalkerish!

Bur [ didn't wane to miss anything”.

THE KATE FASHION blogs are ar the very
heart of the so-called Princess Pandemic. The
biggest 15 What Kate Wore, run from Michigan
by 53-year-old tormer TV news producer Susan »

. III."II E.Illi'llF:‘. Eﬂ.lrl.
|
I:-; |..-I : =t

= LS

..---hr are

E}qt L_JIDh

to Kat Tll"‘
e “L:-:Ta"-_?E:‘r*.Erﬁt E

O W Y P L{:I |E -.r-.

"'-k-'-.-"'-

on the 'Princes

PORTRAIT: AMIT LENMN

kelley, who is preccy much the Mummy Bunny
{ the Kareaholic community, claming to be in
onact with ‘berween 10-20 Kare blogmers or
roval correspondents a week'. She has numerous
AGNVITOLE ermal rlp-l.rh. LTa r:'lll'L:_:h' frosm salt
it fashion labels or stores, who help her identily
urrent and even past merchandise
The Whar Kare Wore mission statement is
following Kare Middleton fashions’, but a quick
e laAnCE At the ]:-!u_'.; £ COMmMmMmeEnits bmard proves t bt
it 15 50 much more. Forget Facebook, this 15
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shopping advice. "Where can | purchase the
Seharo Bala moccasins Kaoe wore in Canada”
asks one Kateaholic. She, sadly, was out of luck
:_"||:'I, Al e tl:ll_l.‘l II|.|= CWET W Wb I':Il:ri.' |..|.|'1.II: I."I'."a |5 !‘“:'::‘I
since the day after Kate was spotted weanng
them), bt I:Ipe'!. AFE '-.|L|1E11:-'-.-|:-:| po be remaking
them,’ replies fellow Kateaholic blogger " Jamu’
It’s clearly not always easy to copy the Duchesss
style, as bloggers reveal. "Word of warning re the
Long Tassel Conker Boot by Penelope € hilvers,
wrote one. “These things are made for tall ladies
I'm Sit 4in and while the calf he great the
rops were digging into the bottom of my knee
caps. Super sad because they are really cool
THE ONLINE FREMZY has also spulled into
reality as the Kate Effect continues to gather
i'}q_l.' "i",]_'.'"‘ I['| L% I'r:\."‘-.;':|'-|"l':'. rl_'_:'llrr“.'!.! on] H.I!'."‘-
estimated £1bn boost to the British clothing
market, but lase week Katherine Hooker -
another favounte royal designer — revealed the
extreme lengrhs chat Kate's fans wall go to, in
ofder o emulate cheir stvle won. "We had this
one girl who wanted the exact same bloe
Alexander jacket Kare has. 5o | had the exact
same stuff bare ir was made i'l:l.' a different mall,
_||1-..! '-\.'.1||'\-:|_‘”:|.' I 'H..I.:l\,,l_ ""l."'n. |.']|. if 1.'-.'.3‘111.! ﬂl.l'.!l.' I:'l".'
the same..."” And her botrom lip was starung to
wobble, and she was like, 1 really wane the
same one'™" says Kacherine of a recent incident
in her London store. “When we did a show in

KATE IS
HAVING
A FAR-
REACHING
IMPACT FAR
QUICKER
BECAUSE OF
TWITTER

LA, chere was this one woman who clearly
came in just oo look ar me. She thought thac

| must be touched with some kind of royal duse
or something like that.” Back in London, some
visiooes to Hooker's shop just off the H“"H.“
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We always
sav. 5o how did vou hear abour ui?”™ Because
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made private about their feelingd

we need 1o know what's working in the
marketing department. And the ones that are
Kate Middleton fans, who are usually rall and
dark and look a bat like her, they go, “Oh,
I don't know how | heard about Vil o

Hur fasheon 1!r"\.|':.:r'|l:'1'-. know a Kavealols
when they see one. "We have had quire a few
[Kate] obsessives walk into our showreom and
It i$ quite amusing to watch, says Natasha
Rufus Isaacs of luxury ethical label Beulah, from
which Kare Muddleton selecred an elegant
puff-sleeved, Hoor-length red wrap dress vo wear
to a charity gala in London last Ocoober. "We
|'|.|-.| O CUSIOEMET COimd in |.l'\~l ‘.'t'l.'r.'k |,||:|_-~;.-§.|_'q_l
head -to-toe in 1tems the Duchess of Cambridge
wore previously (a burgundy LK Bennett coar
and a pair of heels). She then bought the dress
Catherine wore back i Ocrober

OBVIOUS COMPARISONS have boen drawn
with Prinoess Diana = who can borget the hondes
of 30-something women fequeiiing a "Dhana
Hick” from their local hairdressers? = but today's
technology has made the style-stalking far more
I ErSe ] '.'!1|r'.-n; H.ﬂq.'- |'.J.\.'|ra|.' F | |.||:-|'1'.|-.'!|||!'|I|.:
impact far quicker because of things like
Twirser and Facebook.” savs J:‘:_l.:r:-1 Seward,
1_'-.|:r-:l‘.' il l|-!..'_.':'l.". (Ul A2 NG When Duana birst
came on the scene, people adored her but there
wasn ¢ the instant way of hnding out whar she
was wearing. Instead, people had to wair a few
davs betore the lghionmiseas e r'.l!lrl.l,'ql. what she
had on and then actually go round the 'n-hl:-|'-'-.
trying o find them. | remember once she wore
polka-dot socks to a polo match. They sold out
burt it took some cime. But with Kate, 1e's all 5o
inceedibly mnstane. Ie's guite phenomenal

FORTHE TRIUE KATEAHOLIC, the Dhuichess
15 never far from cheir choughts... cpecially
when shopping. ‘It [ go to a store, | thunk
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Saggau-Sackey. Miami student Al Vidal,
20, who travelled to London 0o soe Kate in
action last week, agreet. | ve been a lan ol
Kate since before the wedding. | love her
clothes and stvle. 1 bouehs Kare's Zara

honevymoon dress as woon as 1 gaw e, I was
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she looked 1o beaytiiul, 1 had o
have it' And thanks to Kate I'm now obsessed
with Reiss. | shop chere all the tume

But what of securing an exact copy of the
Jesiné coat-clress. made by a fashion label char
wiene out of business in Macch 20112 Now chat

really will be a challenge tor the Kateaholics. =
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